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but we are able to place the Perkins mentioned in the Diary as children of the sister (Jane) of Samuel's father. There seems to be little doubt that Mrs. John Pepys was of an inferior social rank to her husband. There is a passage in the Diary (February 5th, 1660-61) where the diarist's mother is referred to as having been at one time "wash-maid to my Lady Veere " (i. 341). It is not quite clear what a washmaid may be, but probably it was an equivalent of a laundry maid. Samuel always speaks of his father with more affection than he displays for his mother, and he expresses on several occasions pity for his father in respect to what he had to suffer from the ill-temper of his wife.
In respect to the descendants of Samuel's sister, Paulina Jackson, it may be here mentioned that Samuel Jackson, the elder son, who was to have been Pepys's heir, was passed over on account of his marriage to a lady disapproved of by his uncle: "Samuel Jackson has thought fit to dispose of himselfe in marriage against my positive advice and injunctions and to his own irreparable prejudice and dishonour, I doe think myself obliged to express the resentments due to such an act of disrespect and imprudence " (see Pepys's will in appendix). The daughter of John Jackson, who married John Cockerell, not only came into the property left by her great-uncle, but she was also the residuary legatee of that uncle's great friend, William Hewer, who was her cousin.
Mrs. William Cockerell has kindly prepared a table of the descendants of Samuel's sister Paulina.
PEPYS'S FATHER.
When Samuel Pepys was entered at Magdalene College in 1650, his father was described as "civis Londinensis," but although he had lived in St. Bride's Churchyard for some years he was treated as "a foreigner," and was not made free of the Merchant Taylors' Company until three years later.
I have been favoured by the kindness of Mr. H. A. F. Chambers, Accountant of the Company, with some extracts from the records relating to the admission of certain "foreigners," and the bearing of the rules upon John Pepys
